This Old Geetar

from 'Making it Big' a musical 1991
Words by Roger Hall and Philip Norman Music by Philip Norman

This song was written to be self accompanied on guitar by the singer. It involves 'scordatura’ — retuning the strings — of the guitar in this
case, from bottom D A D F-sharp A D from the usual EAD G B E. Itis intended as a bottle-neck blues. All chords are played using the
'bottle’ (a glass bottle is best, but a slim plastic pill bottle will also work well) across the appropriate fret. The object of the exercise in the

musical is to show that the singer is a beginner guitarist, but that she/he is capable of scraping through with a self accompanient. Ham it

up with slides etc, but play the guitar to the best of your ability. The strum rhythm is ad lib, but works best with two staccato chords per

bar on the beat. A specific quaver-crotchet strum pattern is required in the 2nd and 4th bar of the bridge. I have notated the music in E

major to help avoid avoid confusionn the guitar, but of course with the guitar retuning it will sound in D major. The song can be sung
with piano accompaniment if preferred, but maybe with the singer playing air guitar? Have fune!
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